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As St. Joseph’s Catholic High School began its 2018-19 
school year, a brand new face was introduced into the school 
environment. Laura Hevia has been welcomed as a French 
teacher. 
 
Mrs. Hevia comes from a French background, as her family on 
her father’s side was originally from Quebec. Her maiden 
name is Boucher; she received the name Hevia after marrying 
her husband, with whom she has a daughter.  
 
While growing up, Laura’s first language was English, although 
her parents raised her to be bilingual. At the age of 3, she 
began to speak French and attended her first French 
preschool.   

                                                                                                                    Mrs. Hevia, St. Joseph’s CHS 
 

She attended Frere Andre Elementary School from grades 1-8. She then attended St. Joseph’s 
CHS, where she took core French classes throughout her four years here.  
 
“Taking French throughout high school gives students the tools they need to not only function in a 
rapidly changing global village, but to form and maintain significant business and personal 
connections with others in the future… I think one of the main reasons we are on this earth is to 
learn from each other, and to form communities and relationships. The more languages we speak, 
the more people we are able to connect with.”  
 
She studied French at both Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Nipissing Universities. Mrs. Hevia then obtained 
her official academic bilingual certificate. She also received a degree in both French and music. 
 
Mrs. Hevia began her career at St. Peter’s CSS, where she spent 13 years teaching. At the start 
of her career, she taught primarily vocal music, music theatre, music technology and guitar. For 
the past 6-7 years, she has taught French, and the occasional religion and Spanish course. 
 
Teaching has always inspired Mrs. Hevia, and she believes she will look back at her career and 
see a positive impact that she has created.  
 
“Madame Hevia is a great French teacher. She is very enthusiastic towards her students, making 
the time enjoyable, but knows how to maintain a respectful class,” says current French student, 
Nicky Fumo.  



 
Mrs. Hevia’s goal to bring a safe and welcoming learning environment is very important to her.  
 
“When you are learning a language, your desire to be heard must be stronger than your fear of 
failure.” She has seen the difference between a young child learning a language compared 
someone older.  
 
“A young child is often the centre of his own universe. His desire to be understood is often far 
more powerful than his fear of making a grammar mistake, or fear of being corrected. Sadly, as 
we grow up, we become more aware of others judging us (whether that is true or just our 
perception).” 
 
Mrs. Hevia is aware of how this often inhibits the students’ willingness to express themselves in 
the new target language, which in turn slows down the ability to speak it. She chooses activities 
that deliberately challenge students to overcome this fear of making errors. “Having students who 
are willing to try these classroom activities is often far easier to accomplish when a safe classroom 
environment has been established.”  
 
As a teacher being able to speak 3 languages (English, French and Spanish), Mrs. Hevia 
continues to encourage students to feel excitement about French.  
 
“I see a generation that will need to work collaboratively to overcome challenges in the 
environment. Knowing multiple languages will help to ensure constructive dialogue between 
nations.”  
 
Mrs. Hevia has planned to spend the next part of her career at St. Joseph’s CHS. She would love 
to give back to the community which gave her so much in the past. She believes that the students 
at this school will go out into the world and create a better place for all of us.  
 
“It is amazing to watch my students accomplish their goals and grasp new concepts… I see a 
generation that is innovative, and that displays a willingness to meet the future with hope and 
confidence.” 
 


